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Abstract : Jammu and Kashmir is gifted with numerous water bodies,  

Dal Lake being the most famous among them. Conservation of these 

water bodies has been a serious challenge for the State Government 

due to large scale encroachments, non-availability of funds and 

improper management. Although some progress has been made in the 

scientific management of the Dal Lake, other lakes in the valley have 

remained largely ignored. 

Lakes are not only objects of beauty but also a source of livelihood, recreation and economic 

activity. As potential source of portable water,They are valuable national assets that need to 

be carefully conserved. Properly managed lakes can be a veritable blessing for the 

community living around them for all of the above reasons. The state of jammu and Kashmir 

is gifted with 38 major water bodies that together cover 743sq. km of area. Many of these 

hold great ecological n socio-economic significance for the state. The lakes constitute the 

backbone of tourism which is the key revenue earner for the state, DAL LAKE being 

particularly notable in this regard. 

Introduction:  Right from the moment of its birth, the fertility and productivity of a lake 

system begin to increase under the impact of several natural forces. This leads to the aging of 

lakes, or what is commonly known as eutrophication. In recent years, activity due to 

alteration of the landscape through agricultural development, urbanization and waste 

discharge together with theaccessibility of steep terrain for tourism, mountaineering and 

habitation, besides cattle grazing, has greatly heightened the eutrophication of freshwaters. 

Uncontrolled or partially controlled input of fertilizing compounds from natural and 

anthropogenic sources as well as a result of changes in the internal structure of aquatic 

systems have affected the water body. 

Physico-Chemical Characteristics Of Dal Lake 

The physico-chemical characteristics of Dal Lake have been investigated in detail since mid-

sixties. Of  various physico-chemical factors, the degree of penetration of light plays an 

important role in a whole series of biological phenomena in any aquatic system, and 

productivity is directly dependent on it. 

 The lake has all through been alkaline, although the pH varies a great deal during the 

course of year (range 7.3-9.8). The Dal Lake waters are well buffered. Seasonal variations are 


